Things Fall Apart tells both a
personal and public tragedy:
the personal tragedy of
Okonkwo as well as the
public one of the larger Ibo
culture.

HOW DID ACHEBE DO IT?

ANALYSIS ESSAY
How does China Achebe use literary techniques to

create the tragic vision of the novel?
characterization

diction

setting

marrative pace
use of conflict
dramatic structure
frony

point of view

title/epigraph




The Rhetorical Situation

Use of first person

DECIDE ON YOUR CLAIM (which techniques
he used) AND FIND SPECIAC SUPPORT

claim + support = argument




SEQUENCING

Consider appropriate order of points. |s there a
way you can order the ideas so that one leads into
the next into the next! Bulld forward momentum
toward the big picture.

= Do you start with technigues cdear st the bagirning of the nowsl,
and then mowe e echnigues from the middie of the nowel, and
then discuss how Achebe ench the nowel? Muybe bis writing

anges (rom degning 10 ead.

= Do you smrt with big odviows sechniqees and then move o
sevalier, more subdle techniques?

" Does discassion of ose technique sugpest moving then into
related osel

SAMPLE INTRODUCTION:
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Ohrwn Adhebe wrines the ol Things Fulll Apart wih & dens serse of
Madughe, looking Sack oe the impacr of Brikkh colonialer In Ms radve
Ngea Despite sorse posites irpects. the eflocts o0 b tradisorsd ibe
cucure s traghc. Achebbe uses deliberzae Boerwry 304 50 et Up the personal
u*mmmmdmum

| B o vhvws sedpoiens 1V docam s he menx b e ondher 1 docms Bem

Sequence of sentences in a body paragraph.

| Topit serterce foom whpotet of the prragrph s ¢ whobe)

1 Serence setting wp Mot from cee tem
3. Quone from one plate I the seet
4. Fallow wp From quote (it dots this geote show)
§. Sorvence ravstioning 10 stoond place i the tewt wd setting wp Ghat iden
6 Quone from soond place In the tent
7. Feflow wp from quote (et dots this qeote shew)
8 Servesce that semmacion irportance of ths sbpoint 90 the ies oversd

Suggested length = 8+ Sentences total




SAMPLE BODY PARAGRAPH
T wwrdaren wwn up Do dines o Da whaie par agrah
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Comslssionar warns Obileriia sot to play “aay mosiey wricka™ (Achabe 207)
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e 0o 3 andmals In e koog Sral paragragh, Achabe alows the reader
ot e the Commmbaloner’s mind as he considers how “he had tolled 1o bring
Ovilncion 1 dlsrwne parcs of Alcy™ (RON), Sux the meader has ssen whas his
warvion of ‘ehvilation’ really it - brueel and derructive viclesce - 10 My
“roling”™ comes across a mecaedc. In s Brided poine of view, Olcsibwo’s
whalle Me s reduted 10 e words “this s whe had Miled & messtnger and
hanged hemsall™ QO8] Becasss the dcxion of the re of the Baok has
winwgied 13 underviend v expiwn Clmebran 1 8 roued darwcier. the
reacer sest the boay In e swich from Bo conerol ower e are o Brickd
concrol, e meader taes how mach wa loet In e chasgs. |
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QUOTATIONS IN ESSAYS

Rede |:Introduce

Prepare the reader for the quotacion before & is inserted. Make
s corsest clear. Where s the quote from! Who & talking!
Whaes golng ond

Rude 2 Faollow up

Comment on, summarive, or snalyre the quotation sfter it is
inserted. Don't juse bring it in, dump ik down, and expect that to
Be encugh. End the parsgraph with your words wrapping up the
main poing, not on a quote or a specific decall.

Rude X Choose carefully and edit for darky

Quote only as much as s necessary to make your point. Use
elipses (...) to leawe out leas important sections. Pull cut only
amall Bies of & sermence ¥ those bits do the job on their own.
Put in brackets [ ] words you are inserting to make sure it makes
sesse. [Vhat Paud has done has “Taunk] down in [hims] lle o
wmone.” creating a heawy weight that will change his e (138).)

QUOTATIONS IN ESSAYS

Rule 4: Long quotations
¥ 3+ lines, indent on both left and right margins and
single space. Do not use quote marks; indentation
Indicates it s quotation. Double space between your
own words and the quoted material.

Rule 5: Parenthetical citation format
End quote ~ closing quote mark ~ parenthesis —
author ~ page # ~ end parenthesis ~ period

When quoting a quote, use single quote marks inside
the rger quote




CONCLUSION

What is important or interesting about
Achebe's use of literary tools? How were
you personally affected by the cholices he
made as you read the novell The conclusion

is 2 place to show dlearly, 90 what?”’

PREPARING THE WORKS CITED

Find it for yourself using the book's title page
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